Canine aflatoxicosis: a continuing problem.
Aflatoxins are hepatotoxic in many species including dogs. In two separate outbreaks, the primary signalment was high morbidity and mortality in hunting dogs presenting with clinical signs of icterus, anorexia and listlessness. Preliminary laboratory examinations revealed toxic hepatitis, bilirubinuria and anemia. In the first case, a feed sample was not available and the diagnosis was established by confirming the presence of significant levels of aflatoxin B1 in tissues. In the second case, cornmeal utilized in formulating the ration contained 511 ng aflatoxin B1 and B2/g. These cases illustrate that aflatoxicosis is a continuing problem despite widespread awareness and testing for aflatoxin.